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mind, a discussion of theoretic social views in terms CHAP. of practical life, an atmosphere of strenuous and ^J^. disinterested public spirit, all far superior for effective purpose to the over-critical air and tone of the academic common-room. One of the company was an ardent expounder of Huskin. Another was a clear-headed Baptist divine, and a third a broad-minded Unitarian divine, though for that matter no disputes on dogma were allowed as hors d'oeuvre to spice their feasts. The traditional feud between Churchman and Unitarian was still alive and deep in the town that had been the home of Priestley; it went so far as to check even intermarriage and commensality, so the Church of England was unrepresented. A fourth was George Dawson, the friend of Mazzini, Carlyle, Emerson, who had done as much as any Englishman of his time by the picturesque force of his lectures, both in Birmingham and other large towns all over England, to awaken curiosity and popularise interest in the great names of literature and history. Then an able editor, in no satiric sense, knew how to temper zeal and warmth with wholesome judgment, and kept them awake to quiet currents of popular opinion, which without him might have been overlooked. I should be wrong to forget Mr. Jesse Collings. That unselfish and whole-hearted man brought the needs of the toiler in the fields into the forefront, with all the force of living experience, and with an appeal to practical justice, common-sense, direct human sympathy, that made the land question from his lips something extremely different from the same matter in the hands of the conveyancer, the family solicitor, the writer on tenures, or the a priori radical with land successes. Quickly overL. I  In short, heitlearness, "tod have found comfort in a firm calculation of the conditions. . . . We will not attack you as Voltaireerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
